San Jose State University
CD 195: Senior Seminar in Child Development.
Spring 2000: Tuesdays/Thursdays 12:00-1:15 SH 448

Instructor: Maureen Smith

Office: Sweeney Hall: Room 321

Office Phone: 408-924-3774

e-mail: msmith18@email.gsu.edu

Office Hours: Tuesday/Thursday: 3:00-4:15; Wednesday: 10:30-12:00 & by appointment

Reguired Reading: Del oache, J. S, Mangelsdorf, S., C., & Pomerantz, E. (Eds.).  (1998).
Current readings in child development (3rd Ed). Boston:
Allyn & Bacon

Masten, A. S. (Ed.) (1999). Cultura processesin child development.
The Minnesota Symposium on Child Psychology (Vol. 29.). Mahwah, NJ:
Lawrence Erlbaum.

There are several additional required reading assignments. Specifically,
articles from peer-reviewed journals available in the university library.

Prerequisite: 12 unitsin Child Development and senior standing.

Course Objectives:

This courseis designed for seniors to promote an integrated understanding of the discipline
and to examine the significance of research in child development. The emphasisis on assisting the
student in developing the ability to evaluate critically the methods, problems, and finds of research
inthe field.

Students completing the course should:

1. appreciate the significance of research in the area of child development and understand

the implications of research on policy issuesin child development;

2. increasetheir ability to evaluate critically methods, problems, and findings of research;

3. possess an integrated understanding of the discipline;

4. have the ability to examine the influence of contextual variables (e.g., home, school) on

research findings in child devel opment.

This course operates on the honor system. However, in the unfortunate event that cheating
on atest or plagiarism on the paper(s) is observed the consequences (in accordance with university
and departmental policy) will be strictly enforced. Please see the last page of this handout for
details; further information also may be obtained in your student handbook.

Late policy/Make-up exams:

Make-up exams will be given only under truly extraordinary circumstances. Advanced
notice regarding these extraordinary circumstances will permit me to be more flexible. If you are
too ill to take an exam on the scheduled day, please |eave me a message (or have someone phone for
you) regarding your illness on voice mail prior to classtime.

Papers are due in class on their scheduled due dates. Late papers are subject to penalty
(half agrade for each day the paper islate). Please note that assignments left with the department
secretary, dlipped under my office door, faxed, or e-mailed may not be received before class and
may be subject to alate penalty.

Class presentations must be made on the date assigned.

Class Participation:

This courseis adiscussion class: Students are expected to read the assignments prior to
class and to be prepared to discuss the reading assignments in class. Students should also ask
questions regarding the assigned material.



mailto:msmith18@email.sjsu.edu

Course Requirements:

1. Each student should come prepared to discuss the assigned readings in one of the following
ways: (a) come up with an alternative explanation for the results; (b) devise afollow-up study or
hypothesis that builds on the work done in the study; or (c) apply the work to education or social
policy. Over the course of the semester each student will be called on to contribute the above
information at least once, so be prepared each class to present thisinformation. Participation is
worth 3% of your grade.

2. The course has two exams; one midterm and one final. Thesein-class exams will be
comprised of multiple choice, short answer, and essay questions. Questions are based on lecture
and assigned readings. Each exam is worth 20% of your grade.

3. Four 1-2 page typed critiques of peer-reviewed journal research articles. These articles
must use samples that are non-Caucasian (e.g., African-American, Brazilian, Russian, Korean)

and have been published between 1990 and 1999. Additionally, you must have one article on
infancy/early childhood (toddlers), one on preschoolers, one on middle childhood, and one on
adolescence. Inyour critique you will briefly describe the subjects, the major questions addressed
in the study, the important results, the relative strengths and weaknesses of the research study, and
then you will come up with a hypothesis (future research question) that stems from findings or
non-findings in the research study. These assignments are worth 12% of your grade.

3. The course requires a 10-15 page term paper, worth 20% of your grade. This paper must
be in the form of aresearch proposal. Y ou will need to come up with a question relating to child
development that is testable in an empirical study (for example, "in which setting do preschool
children learn better: play versus structured activities', "do older siblings influence young
children’'s language acquisition?). (Y ou will not have to actually test the question). Y ou will then
review current literature (peer-reviewed research articles), select/describe an appropriate sample,
and design/describe your procedure and methods of testing your research question.

4, To help you write the paper, you will submit a brief typed description (not more than one
page) of your hypothesis, a brief rationale for conducting the study, your potential subjects, and at
least 10 referencesin APA style. Thisassignment isworth 5% of your grade.

5. Each student will find 5 web-pages that are relevant to child development. The pages may
be about education, social policy, child-care, health, - subject is open aslong asit is relevant to
issues dealing with child development. Each student will briefly present their search results to the
class and turn in awritten description/review of the web-pages (and the URL). Thisisworth 10%
of your grade

6. Each person will participate in a group project/presentation. Specifically, each group will
select one of the following topics to evaluate and then present this information to the classin the
form of a pseudo debate (half the group will present the pros (research showing positive outcomes)
and the other half will present the cons (research suggesting negative outcomes) and then the group
will present policy implications and recommendations based on this discussion. The group
assignment is worth 10% of your grade.

Debate Topics
Bilingual education
Daycare
Maternal employment/father involvement in child-care
Television viewing in early childhood
Peer relationships in adolescence/juvenile delinquency



Course Schedule:

Date
1/27
2/1
2/3
2/8

2/10
2/15
2117

2/22
2/24
2/29

3/2
3/7
3/9

314

3/16

321

3/23
3/27-3/31
4/4

4/6

4/11

4/13

4/18
4/20
4/25

Topic

Course overview
Introduction
Infancy

Infancy
(article 1 summary due)

Infancy
Infancy

Life-span influences
(article 2 summary due)

Early Childhood
Language

Language
(article 3 summary due)

Memory
Midterm Exam
Middle Childhood

Middle Childhood

Middle Childhood
(article4 summary due)

Middle Childhood
Gender

Adolescence
Adolescence
No Class

Class Presentations
Class Presentations
Class Presentations

Readings

Masten: chapters 6 and 7
Deloache: articles2 and 3
Del oache: articles4 and 5

Del oache: articles 7 and 8
Deloache; articles 14 and 15
Del oache: articles1 and 6

Deloache: articles 20 and 22
Deloache; articles 12 and 13

Deloache: article 9
Masten: chapter 3

Deloache; articles 10 and 11

Masten: chapter 4
Deloache: article 21

Deloache: article 16
Masten: chapter 5

Deloache: articles 17

Deloache: articles 23 and 24
Del oache: articles 18 and 19
Spring Break

Web-Page Presentations
Masten: chapter 2

Deloache: article 25

See the Professor about paper assignments
Prepare for group presentations

(paper preparation assignment due)



4/27

5/2

5/4

5/9

5/11

5/16

5/18

Child Development & Policy:

Family Violence

Divorce

Teenage Pregnancy

Early Childhood Intervention
(Term Paper due)

Early Childhood Intervention

Library reading assignment

*Y oshikawa, H. (1999). Welfare dynamics,
support services, mothers earnings, and
child cognitive development: Implications for
contemporary welfare reform. Child
Development, 70, 779-801

*Zigler, E. (1998). A place of valuefor
applied and policy studies. Child
Development, 69, 532-542

Library reading assignment
*Emery, R. (1989). Family Violence.
American Psychologist, 44, 321-328.

Library reading assignment

* Hetherington, M., Bridges, M., &
Insabella, G. (1998). What matters? What
does not?: Five perspectives on the
association between marital transitions and
children's adjustment. American

Psycholoqist, 53, 167-184.

Library reading assignment

*Coley, R.L, & Chase-Landae, P. L.
(1998). Adolescent pregnancy and
parenthood: Recent evidence and future
directions. American Psychologist, 53,
152-166

Library reading assignment

*Reynolds, A., J., & Temple, J. (1998).
Extended early childhood intervention and
school achievement: Age thirteen findings
from the Chicago longitudinal study. Child
Development, 69, 231-246.

Library reading assignment

*Lee V., Loeb, S., & Lubeck, S. (1998).
Contextual effects of pre-kindergarten
classrooms for disadvantaged children on
cognitive development. Child Development,
69, 479-494

(Thursday) Final Exam: 9:45-12:00.



