San José State University Geography Department
Geography 10, Section 1: Cultural Geography, Spring 2012
	Instructor:
	Edward Collins

	Office location:
	Washington Square Hall Room 111

	Telephone:
	408-924-5476

	Email:
	edward.collins@sjsu.edu

	Office hours:
	Mondays 1:30-2:30, Tuesdays 10:30-11:30, and by appointment

	Class days/time:
	Mondays, Wednesdays 12:00 – 1:15

	Classroom:
	Clark Hall, Room 224

	Final Exam, HW5, HW6:
	Section 1: May 22nd, 9:45-12:00 noon


Course Description and Goals

Welcome to Geography 10! Cultural geographers study the relationships between groups of people and their interactions with the environment they rely upon. In a world that is becoming increasingly complex and interconnected, geography is an excellent framework for understanding how people, places, and problems are related. We shall study crucial cultural themes, including population, migration, language, ethnicity, religion, politics, development, agriculture, urban patterns, globalization, pollution and resource issues. 
Texts
Required: Fundamentals of the Human Mosaic, 1st edition, by Terry G. Jordan Bychkov et al. W. H. Freedman & Co. publishers, ISBN: 1-4292-7200-7.  One copy is on one-day reserve in the library.
GE/SJSU D1 Studies Learning Outcomes (SLOs)

1.  Students will be able to identify and analyze the social dimension of a society as a context for human life, the processes of social change and social continuity, the role of human agency in those social processes, and the forces that engender social cohesion and fragmentation.

2.  Students will be able to place contemporary developments in cultural, historical, environmental, and spatial contexts.

3.  Students will be able to identify the dynamics of ethnic, cultural, gender/sexual, age-based, class, regional, national, transnational, and global identities and the similarities, differences, linkages, and interaction between them.

4.  Students will be able to evaluate social science information, draw on different points of view, and formulate applications appropriate to contemporary social issues.

5.  Students will be able to recognize the interaction of social institutions, culture, and environment with the behavior of individuals.

Classroom Protocol

All students shall treat all other people respectfully, professionally and courteously. Please arrive on time, turn off your cell phone, focus on class, and stay for the entire class. Academic Senate policy on classroom behavior (S90-5), at http://www.sjsu.edu/senate/s90-5.htm, applies to this class.

Dropping and Adding

 Students are responsible for understanding the policies and procedures about add/drop, grade forgiveness, etc.  Refer to the current semester’s Catalog Policies section at http://info.sjsu.edu/static/catalog/policies.html.  Add/drop deadlines are in the academic calendar at http://www.sjsu.edu/registrar/calendar/. The Late Drop Policy is available at http://www.sjsu.edu/aars/policies/latedrops/policy/. Students should be aware of the current deadlines and penalties for dropping classes. The latest changes and news are available at the Advising Hub at http://www.sjsu.edu/advising/. [SJSU accessible syllabus template]

Assignments and Grading Policy

The class is composed of 3 tests (25% each), and 3 writing assignments (25%). Final exam attendance is mandatory, but taking this cumulative exam is not. You may choose to take the exam to replace your lowest test grade, (but only if the final exam grade is higher.) 
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Exam Format

All exams, including the final exam, have 4 multiple choice, 4 fill-in the blank, 4 short answer, 4 essay, and 4 country identification questions. There are no breaks during the test for water, phone use, restroom use, etc. If you have a written medical excuse, military call to duty, or jury duty on the exam date, I will generate a makeup exam. Otherwise, missed exams earn a zero. (You may still replace your lowest exam with the final examination.) (Student Learning Outcomes 1, 2, 3, 4, 5)
Written Assignments

Late work is not accepted without justification. Work must be typed using 12 point font, double spaced, and each paper must have at least 550 words. A paper copy and a submission to www.turnitin.com are required on time. Use books, magazine articles, news feeds, newspapers, and/or journal articles to support your assertions. You must complete only three assignments for full credit, and the best 3 assignments are used in your grade. There is no extra credit, but you have six chances to earn 3 good grades. (I recommend doing this early in the semester.) You do not need a separate title page, but must indicate your name, class, semester, year, and title on the top of the first page. Your required references should immediately follow the conclusion. Plagiarism may result in a minimum one letter grade reduction to your final score, and a report to Student Conduct. 
I award credit for paraphrased information, but not quoted material, so if you quote, you must summarize and completely cite the information. Paper topics are tested, and paraphrasing helps you understand these topics better. Complete citations require in-text links to full references, using APA or MLA formatting. I also grade spelling, grammar, & content. Each paper minimum is 500 words, to fulfill GE writing requirements. You will be graded on your ability to address the entire prompt. A maximum of 10% will be deducted for grammar.
Paper 1 Prompt, Indigenous Culture: Select an active native indigenous culture in class. (Each culture can be selected only once.) 1) Identify and use web sites developed by this culture, not made by another entity. 2) How does your indigenous group describe their religious or philosophical relationship with the land? 3) How did they use the environment to thrive in the past? 4) What do they say about their homeland and territorial claims? 5) What are their views on biodiversity conservation, resource extraction, and/or bio-prospecting? 6) Compare their answers to the last 4 questions with your previous beliefs and assumptions about indigenous groups. 7) What roles do maps play on the web sites? 8) What other indigenous or popular cultures have competing land claims? 9) What major issues does the site highlight, and how do these issues relate to globalization? You must have a good introduction, a good conclusion, and good grammar. (SLO 1, 2, 3, 4) 
Paper 2 Prompt, Population and Migration: Select your unique pair of countries, including one more developed country (MDC) and one less developed country (LDC) based on human development index (HDI). 1) Use the US Census site, http://www.census.gov/population/international/data/idb/informationGateway.php, to extract population pyramids and population growth data. 2) Add population pyramids and a graph of population growth to your paper. 3) Compare overall population health for the two countries. 4) Compare population growth for the two countries. 5) What are major reasons for these health and growth patterns in your two countries? 6) Outline the major push and pull factors for international migration in each country. 7) Outline the major push and pull factors for internal migration in your two countries. 8) How do internal and regional politics affect these migration patterns? 9) How do internal and international development patterns affect these migrations?  You must have a good introduction, a good conclusion, and good grammar. (SLOs 2, 4, and 5)
Paper 3 Prompt, Ethnic Cleansing: Write a summary of the recent ethnic cleansing in the country you chose from a list during class. (Each country can only be selected once.) 1) Describe religious, economic, and demographic contributions to the conflict. 2) Describe historical contributions to the conflict, including reasons both sides are upset at each other. 3) Describe nationality related contributions to the conflict from both perspectives. 4) Describe international tensions associated with this conflict, both regional and global. Remember: You must look at both sides of the conflict. If you only cover one side, you will receive only half credit. You must have a good introduction, a good conclusion, and good grammar. (SLOs 1, 2, 3, 4, 5)
Paper 4 Prompt, Politics and Development: Select your country from the class list. 1) Describe its relative political stability and a few major effects of this factor on the country’s development. 2) Describe major trade partners, major exports, distances to major markets, and relative shipping/transportation costs.  3) Describe a major modern state-sponsored development project, including funding sources and success. 4) Describe the HDI of the country, and evaluate future prospects for HDI improvement. 5) Look at the economic sectors (primary = agriculture/extraction, secondary = manufacturing, and tertiary sector = services) for the country. Which sectors are growing, which are declining, which are stable, and why? You must have a good introduction, a good conclusion, and good grammar. (Student Learning Outcomes 1, 2, 4, 5)
Paper 5 Prompt, Services and Cities: 1) Discuss a related set of services that require increasing numbers of people to support them. 2) Discuss their market areas in terms of threshold population and range (maximum distance average people would travel to use the service). 3) What community size is too small for each service? Which stores survive despite this by serving surrounding towns or cities? 4) What parts of towns or cities are your services located, and why? 5) How would these services affect the selection of future businesses and residences? 6) How do services affect migration? 7) Does the distribution of these stores follow a central place theory pattern? 8) Why or why not? 9) How do these businesses affect city growth patterns? You must have a good introduction, a good conclusion, and good grammar. Examples of related sets of services are listed below. (Pick one, or see me with your suggestion. I want 3 similar service types with different ranges.) 
· Education: elementary, secondary, community college and university (pick 3 of the 4)
· Self service store, supermarket, food superstore (e.g. Food 4 Less, Costco)

· Furniture: second hand store/antiques store, furniture store, furniture superstore (e.g. IKEA)

· Cars: gas station, full service repair shop, full-service auto dealership (e.g. Ford/Toyota/BMW).

· Electronics: corner store electronics, Radio Shack, Buy or Fry’s

· Clothing: someplace that sells socks or other clothing, dress or suit shop, clothing superstore
Paper 6 Prompt, Environment, Resources, and Pollution: 1) List and briefly discuss five resources and services you rely on daily. 2) Where do the resources come from? 3) Have they become more expensive in the last decade, and if so, why? 4) Select a non-renewable resource that you consume, (oil, natural gas, coal), and discuss the effects of increasing demand on prices. (Research the web for information on this pattern.) 5) Discuss environmental impacts of resource extraction for a renewable resource (water, trees, fish, etc.) and some consequences of its diminished availability (depletion). Consequences may be direct or indirect, environmental or non-environmental, local, regional, or global. 6) Calculate your carbon footprint using a web application. 7) Compare your consumption with MDC, LDC, and global averages. 8) Review 4 to 5 long term costs of global warming. 9) Briefly discuss options for reducing the overall carbon footprint (You may select your footprint, the businesses you rely on, and / or the industries you rely on.) You must have a good introduction, a good conclusion, and good grammar. (SLO 1, 2, 5)
· Renewable resource examples: fresh water, trees, fish, air, grasslands, hydro-power, etc.

· Non-renewable resource examples: oil, coal, natural gas.

· Carbon footprint calculator: Search using keywords: carbon footprint calculator.

· Cite all sources, including the footprint calculator, use references, and use good English.
Due dates: Paper due dates are specified in the schedule at the end of the syllabus. Assignments 5 and 6 are due during the final exam. You only need to complete 3 assignments. There is no extra credit, but I use the highest 3 scores. Again, each plagiarism reduces your grade by one letter (10%).
Citations

Information you use from any source, including summarized and quoted information must have in-text citations linking this information to your reference page using APA or MLA format (See the Owl at by Purdue University at: http://owl.english.purdue.edu/owl/resource/560/02/.)  Again, both methods require citations in the text following the cited material, and a full reference for each citation. Poor citations earn only partial credit. See the plagiarism tutorial at http://tutorials.sjlibrary.org/tutorial/plagiarism/ Plagiarism may result in a minimum one letter grade reduction to your final score, and a report to Student Conduct for further sanctions.
Academic Integrity Policy

“Your commitment as a student to learning is evidenced by your enrollment at San Jose State University.  The University’s Academic Integrity policy, located at http://www.sjsu.edu/senate/S07-2.htm, requires you to be honest in all your academic course work. Faculty members are required to report all infractions to the office of Student Conduct and Ethical Development. The Student Conduct and Ethical Development website is available at http://www.sjsu.edu/studentconduct/.” [SJSU accessible syllabus template]
	 “Instances of academic dishonesty will not be tolerated. Cheating on exams or plagiarism (presenting the work of another as your own, or the use of another person’s ideas without giving proper credit) will result in a failing grade and sanctions by the University. For this class, all assignments are to be completed by the individual student unless otherwise specified. If you would like to include your assignment or any material you have submitted, or plan to submit for another class, please note that SJSU’s Academic Policy S07-2 requires approval of instructors.” [SJSU accessible syllabus template]


Campus Policy in Compliance with the American Disabilities Act

“If you need course adaptations or accommodations because of a disability, or if you need to make special arrangements in case the building must be evacuated, please make an appointment with me as soon as possible, or see me during office hours. Presidential Directive 97-03 requires that students with disabilities requesting accommodations must register with the Disability Resource Center (DRC) at http://www.drc.sjsu.edu/ to establish a record of their disability. .” [SJSU accessible syllabus template]
Student Technology Resources

Computer labs are located on the 1st floor of Clark Hall, on the 2nd floor of the Student Union, and in the Martin Luther King Library. Media Services, in IRC 112, provides audio-visual equipment for checkout. 

Learning Assistance Resource Center

The Learning Assistance Resource Center, in Room 600 in the Student Services Center, provides various support services, such as skills assessment, individual or group tutorials, subject advising, learning assistance, summer academic preparation and basic skills development. For more information, see the LARC website at http://www.sjsu.edu/larc/. 
SJSU Writing Center

Professional instructors and upper-division or graduate-level writing specialists from each of the seven SJSU colleges staff the SJSU Writing Center. Our writing specialists have met a rigorous GPA requirement, and are well trained to assist all students at all levels to become better writers. For more information, see the Peer Mentor Center website at http://www.sjsu.edu/muse/peermentor/.
References:
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Monday-Wednesday Class Schedule:
	Week
	Monday
	Tuesday
	Wednesday
	Thursday
	Friday

	1
	
	
	1/24
	
	1/25
	
	1/26
	
	1/27
	

	
	
	
	
	
	Introduction
	
	
	

	2
	1/30
	
	1/31
	
	2/1
	
	2/2
	
	2/3
	

	
	Chapter 1
	
	Chapter 1
	
	
	

	3
	2/6
	(DD)
	2/7
	
	2/8
	
	2/9
	
	2/10
	

	
	Chapter 2
	
	Chapter 2
	
	
	

	4
	2/13
	(AD)
	2/14
	
	2/15
	
	2/16
	
	2/17
	

	
	Chapter 3
	
	Chapter 3, HW 1
	
	
	

	5
	2/20
	
	2/21
	
	2/22
	
	2/23
	
	2/24
	

	
	Review
	
	Test 1 (Ch. 1-3)
	
	
	

	6
	2/27
	
	2/28
	
	2/29
	
	3/1
	
	3/2
	

	
	Chapter 4
	
	Chapter 4
	
	
	

	7
	3/5
	
	3/6
	
	3/7
	
	3/8
	
	3/9
	

	
	Chapter 5
	
	Chapter 5
	
	
	

	8
	3/12
	
	3/13
	
	3/14
	
	3/15
	
	3/16
	

	
	Chapter 6
	
	Chapter 6
	
	
	

	9
	3/19
	
	3/20
	
	3/21
	(CD)
	3/22
	
	3/23
	

	
	Chapter 7
	
	Chapter 7, HW 2
	
	
	

	10
	3/26
	(SB)
	3/27
	(SB)
	3/28
	(SB)
	3/29
	(SB)
	3/30
	(CC)

	
	Spring Break
	Spring Break
	Spring Break
	Spring Break
	Cesar Chavez Holiday

	11
	4/2
	
	4/3
	
	4/4
	
	4/5
	
	4/6
	

	
	Review
	
	Test 1 (Ch. 4-7)
	
	
	

	12
	4/9
	
	4/10
	
	4/11
	
	4/12
	
	4/13
	

	
	Chapter 8
	
	Chapter 8
	
	
	

	13
	4/16
	
	4/17
	
	4/18
	
	4/19
	
	4/20
	

	
	Chapter 9
	
	Chapter 9
	
	
	

	14
	4/23
	
	4/24
	
	4/25
	
	4/26
	
	4/27
	

	
	Chapter 10
	
	Chapter 10
	
	
	

	15
	4/30
	
	5/1
	
	5/2
	
	5/3
	
	5/4
	

	
	Chapter 11
	
	Chapter 11, HW 3
	
	
	

	16
	5/7
	
	5/8
	
	5/9
	
	5/10
	
	5/11
	

	
	Review
	
	Test 1 (Ch. 8-11)
	
	
	

	17
	5/14
	
	5/15
	
	5/16
	(SD)
	5/17
	(F)
	5/18
	(F)

	
	Review, HW 4
	
	
	
	
	
	
	

	18
	5/21
	(F)
	5/22
	(F)
	5/23
	(F)
	5/24
	(MU)
	5/25
	

	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	

	19
	5/28
	
	5/29
	(GD)
	5/30
	
	5/31
	
	6/1
	

	
	
	
	GD
	
	
	
	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	

	
	DD (2/6)
	Drop Deadline
	
	SD (5/16)
	Study Day (no classes)

	
	AD (2/13)
	Add Deadline
	
	F (5/17-18, 21-23)
	Final Exams
	

	
	CD (3/21)
	Census Date
	
	MU (5/24)
	Final Exam Makeup Day

	
	SB (3/26-3/30)
	Spring Break
	
	GD (4/29)
	Grades Due
	

	
	CC (3/30)
	Cesar Chavez Day (campus closed)
	
	
	


