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1. Some Frank Talk About Haiti By Nicholas Kristof,  January 21, 2010      
On my blog, a woman named Mona pointed to Haitian corruption and declared: “I won’t send money because I know what will happen to it.” Another reader attributed Haiti’s poverty to “the low I.Q. of the 9 million people there,” and added: “It is all very sad and cannot be fixed.” “Giving money to Haiti and other third-world countries is like throwing money in the toilet,” another commenter said. A fourth asserted: “Haiti is a money pit. Dumping billions of dollars into it has proven futile. ... America is deeply in debt, and we can’t afford it.”

Not everyone is so frank, but the subtext of much of the discussion of Haiti is despair about both Haiti and foreign aid. Pat Robertson, the religious broadcaster, went furthest by suggesting that Haiti’s earthquake flowed from a pact with the devil more than two centuries ago. While it’s not for a journalist to nitpick a minister’s theological credentials, that implication of belated seismic revenge on Haitian children seems defamatory of God. 

Americans have also responded with a huge outpouring of assistance, including more than $22 million raised by the Red Cross from text messages alone. But for those with doubts, let’s have a frank discussion of Haiti’s problems:

Why is Haiti so poor? Is it because Haitians are dimwitted or incapable of getting their act together?
Haiti isn’t impoverished because the devil got his due; it’s impoverished partly because of debts due. France imposed a huge debt that strangled Haiti. And when foreigners weren’t looting Haiti, its own rulers were. 

The greatest predation was the deforestation of Haiti, so that only 2 percent of the country is forested today. Some trees have been — and continue to be — cut by local peasants, but many were destroyed either by foreigners or to pay off debts to foreigners. Last year, I drove across the island of Hispaniola, and it was surreal: You traverse what in places is a Haitian moonscape until you reach the border with the Dominican Republic — and jungle.

Without trees, Haiti lost its topsoil through erosion, crippling agriculture.

To visit Haiti is to know that its problem isn’t its people. They are its treasure — smart, industrious and hospitable — and Haitians tend to be successful in the United States (and everywhere but in Haiti). 

Can our billions in aid to Haitians accomplish anything? After all, a Wall Street Journal column argues, “To help Haiti, end foreign aid.”
First, don’t exaggerate how much we give or they get.

Haiti ranks 42nd among poor countries in worldwide aid received per person ($103 in 2008, more than one-quarter of which comes from the United States). David Roodman of the Center for Global Development calculates that in 2008, official American aid to Haiti amounted to 92 cents per American.

The United States gives more to Haiti than any other country. But it ranks 11th in per capita giving. Canadians give five times as much per person as we do.

As for whether aid promotes economic growth, that’s a bitter and unresolved argument. But even the leading critics of aid — William Easterly, a New York University economist, and Dambisa Moyo, a banker turned author — believe in assisting Haiti after the earthquake.

“I think we have a moral imperative,” Ms. Moyo told me. “I do believe the international community should act.” 

Likewise, Professor Easterly said: “Of course, I am in favor of aid to Haiti earthquake victims!”

So, is Haiti hopeless? Is Bill O’Reilly right? He said: “Once again, we will do more than anyone else on the planet, and one year from today Haiti will be just as bad as it is right now.”
No, he’s not right. And this is the most pernicious myth of all. In fact, Haiti in recent years has been much better managed under President René Préval and has shown signs of being on the mend. 

Far more than most other impoverished countries — particularly those in Africa — Haiti could plausibly turn itself around. It has an excellent geographic location, there are no regional wars, and it could boom if it could just export to the American market.

A report for the United Nations by a prominent British economist, Paul Collier, outlined the best strategy for Haiti: building garment factories. That idea (sweatshops!) may sound horrific to Americans. But it’s a strategy that has worked for other countries, such as Bangladesh, and Haitians in the slums would tell you that their most fervent wish is for jobs. A few dozen major shirt factories could be transformational for Haiti.

So in the coming months as we help Haitians rebuild, let’s dispatch not only aid workers, but also business investors. Haiti desperately needs new schools and hospitals, but also new factories.

And let’s challenge the myth that because Haiti has been poor, it always will be. That kind of self-fulfilling fatalism may be the biggest threat of all to Haiti, the real pact with the devil. 

http://www.nytimes.com/2010/01/21/opinion/21kristof.html?partner=rssnyt&emc=rss&pagewanted=print (original article URL) 
To read comments on this article: http://community.nytimes.com/comments/www.nytimes.com/2010/01/21/opinion/21kristof.html
A comment on Kristof’s writings on Haiti
Though indeed this is time for the greatest possible charity for Haiti, I pray that as a nation we will examine our complicity in the poverty of Haiti though the different American companies that have used Haiti while having no sense of responsibility for the people there. The poverty of Haiti, which is the reason for such poor construction, for the lack of preparedness to face the present situation, etc., is on the shoulders of those of us living in the First World. Out helping Haiti now is indeed a moral responsibility no matter what our role has been in the history of that nation. However, as a USA citizen I need to examine how what I have and the privileges I enjoy are at the expense of the poor of Haiti and other poor people around the world. So does the USA as a nation. Ada Mariasays: Jan 14th, 2010 7:10 AM EST
Overview: Nicholas Kristof writes a regular column for the New York Times and has just written a book with his wife about the plight of women in the developing world. This is one of his most recent columns, wherein he comments on different responses to the recent disaster in Haiti and offers his ideas about what he thinks we should do.  I have also added one reader’s comments so you can see how they sound.

Directions: Write as if you are adding your thoughts to Kristof’s blog.  You don’t have to respond to everything in the column, but address the key issues: causes of Haiti’s distress (recent and ongoing) and what should be done about it and why.  You can also respond to others quoted in the column and the comment from the blog.  Aim for at least 3 pages DOUBLE-SPACED.  Please write neatly! Turn in this sheet with your essay.

NOTE: Use quotation marks for exact quotes (even a few words) and attribute quotes and ideas, but do so informally, as Kristof does. (No bibliography)
2.
 JANUARY 19, 2010, 8:41 A.M. ET
To Help Haiti, End Foreign Aid by Bret Stephens
For Haitians, just about every conceivable aid scheme beyond immediate humanitarian relief will lead to more poverty, more corruption and less institutional capacity.

It's been a week since Port-au-Prince was destroyed by an earthquake. In the days ahead, Haitians will undergo another trauma as rescue efforts struggle, and often fail, to keep pace with unfolding emergencies. After that—and most disastrously of all—will be the arrival of the soldiers of do-goodness, each with his brilliant plan to save Haitians from themselves.

"Haiti needs a new version of the Marshall Plan—now," writes Andres Oppenheimer in the Miami Herald, by way of complaining that the hundreds of millions currently being pledged are miserly. Economist Jeffrey Sachs proposes to spend between $10 and $15 billion dollars on a five-year development program. "The obvious way for Washington to cover this new funding," he writes, "is by introducing special taxes on Wall Street bonuses." In a New York Times op-ed, former presidents Bill Clinton and George W. Bush profess to want to help Haiti "become its best." Some job they did of that when they were actually in office.

View Full Image
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Associated Press 

Kindness comes to Haiti, but too much kindness can kill.

All this works to salve the consciences of people whose dimly benign intention is to "do something." It's a potential bonanza for the misery professionals of aid agencies and NGOs, never mind that their livelihoods depend on the very poverty whose end they claim to seek. And it allows the Jeff Sachses of the world to preen as latter-day saints.

For actual Haitians, however, just about every conceivable aid scheme beyond immediate humanitarian relief will lead to more poverty, more corruption and less institutional capacity. It will benefit the well-connected at the expense of the truly needy, divert resources from where they are needed most, and crowd out local enterprise. And it will foster the very culture of dependence the country so desperately needs to break.

How do I know this? It helps to read a 2006 report from the National Academy of Public Administration, usefully titled "Why Foreign Aid to Haiti Failed." The report summarizes a mass of documents from various aid agencies describing their lengthy records of non-accomplishment in the country. 

Here, for example, is the World Bank—now about to throw another $100 million at Haiti—on what it achieved in the country between 1986 and 2002: "The outcome of World Bank assistance programs is rated unsatisfactory (if not highly so), the institutional development impact, negligible, and the sustainability of the few benefits that have accrued, unlikely." 

Why was that? The Bank noted that "Haiti has dysfunctional budgetary, financial or procurement systems, making financial and aid management impossible." It observed that "the government did not exhibit ownership by taking the initiative for formulating and implementing [its] assistance program." Tellingly, it also acknowledged the "total mismatch between levels of foreign aid and government capacity to absorb it," another way of saying that the more foreign donors spent on Haiti, the more the funds went astray.

But this still fails to get at the real problem of aid to Haiti, which has less to do with Haiti than it does with the effects of aid itself. "The countries that have collected the most development aid are also the ones that are in the worst shape," James Shikwati, a Kenyan economist, told Der Spiegel in 2005. "For God's sake, please just stop." 

Take something as seemingly straightforward as food aid. "At some point," Mr. Shikwati explains, "this corn ends up in the harbor of Mombasa. A portion of the corn often goes directly into the hands of unscrupulous politicians who then pass it on to their own tribe to boost their next election campaign. Another portion of the shipment ends up on the black market where the corn is dumped at extremely low prices. Local farmers may as well put down their hoes right away; no one can compete with the U.N.'s World Food Program."

Mr. Sachs has blasted these arguments as "shockingly misguided." Then again, Mr. Shikwati and others like Kenya's John Githongo and Zambia's Dambisa Moyo have had the benefit of seeing first hand how the aid industry wrecked their countries. That the industry typically does so in connivance with the same local governments that have led their people to ruin only serves to help keep those elites in power, perpetuating the toxic circle of dependence and misrule that's been the bane of countries like Haiti for generations.

A better approach recognizes the real humanity of Haitians by treating them—once the immediate and essential tasks of rescue are over—as people capable of making responsible choices. Haiti has some of the weakest property protections in the world, as well as some of the most burdensome business regulations. In 2007, it received 10 times as much in aid ($701 million) as it did in foreign investment. 

Reversing those figures is a task for Haitians alone, which the outside world can help by desisting from trying to kill them with kindness. Anything short of that and the hell that has now been visited on this sad country will come to seem like merely its first circle.

Write to bstephens@wsj.com 

http://online.wsj.com/article/SB10001424052748704541004575010860014031260.html#articleTabs%3Darticle
3. Replies to Bret Stephens “To Help Haiti, End Foreign Aid” 

Good point on a good article - however well intentioned the idea of aid might be, if it doesn't actually help the recipient become stronger what's the point? So many people pat themselves on the back for being compassionate when in fact they are enabling the very problem they oppose. Government aid is wrong on a number of levels - taking money at the point of a gun (taxes) to give to other governments who keep their people suppressed at the point of a gun. Great. I am all for voluntary donations of money and time, and I am all for that aid helping people become more educated, or getting a business going, or whatever. But propping up a corrupt government does no one any good (other than corrupt politicians).    -- Jared Potter

_____________________________________________________________________

Yup, Jesus Christ the original enabler! A poverty professional just like all those NGO's! Of course he loved the poor, wouldn't have had a ministry without them! People will ALWAYS be hungry so let em starve!

Grrrr, I just love the arm chair hard core boot strap right. Guys, it's called a humanitarian crisis as in human, as in human beings, fellow Christians unless of course you are a godless liberal heathen! 

Folks should listen to themselves sometimes. Limbaugh is the same. While there are times to debate the role of NGO's in the big picture most decent people are still sort of in shock that thousands of people are actually still dieing with more to come.

Now who was it that was saying Obama sees everything as politics?     --David Lucas

Is it possible that we give so much assistance because if we don't they will get in boats and head our way? What would ultimately be the greater cost?

Could they do more with the help they get? Yep. At some point they have to address the issue of birth control. A 29/1000 birth rate is unsustainable and has led to the shanty towns and deforestation of the country. Dominican Republic is closer to 22/1000. USA is 14/1000. 

I keep reading that they are "80% Roman Catholic and do not practice any birth control." What is that all about? Isn't that the problem? Is this why they lead the world in the HIV/AIDS rate?

First thing is to help them rebuild after this epic disaster, but then there has to be a some real thought given to targeting the real problems.   –William Clark

Jared -- As a Haitian, I agree with the article when it comes to Haiti: more foreign aid is not the answer, but I disagree that all foreign aid is wrong; for example the U.S. helped western Europe and Japan after WWII, and it helped S. Korea after the Korean War. The difference, which you point out, is whether or not the aid helps the recipient to become stronger, and eventually self sufficient. And I submit that whenever aid is given to a country that does not have a strong commitment to the rule of law and the protection of private property, that aid is wasted. 

David -- as usual, your comment is idiotic. Jesus Christ never advocated that governments should tax their own citizens to help other needy foreigners. He instructed people that they should do everything they could to help those less fortunate than themselves; he did not urge people to tax the "rich" and then give that money to the poor. I'm certain that He would have nothing to do with any NGOs, who usually spend 50% of their grants on salaries and on fundraising. Moreover, if you read the article carefully, you would have seen that Mr. Stephens did not advocate withholding aid during this humanitarian crisis. He said "For Haitians, just about every conceivable aid scheme BEYOND immediate humanitarian relief...." In other words he acknowledges that the immediate humanitarian aid is certainly beneficial. Oh, and it's "dying", not "dieing".

--Stephan Dejean

Stephen:
I take exception to the notion that those who choose to directly assist their fellow human beings are in "misery professions" and somehow create the thing they combat as an excuse to *stay in business*

I also take exception to your tired rationalization that somehow Christ would not embrace social justice in whatever form and from whatever avenues it could be delivered. Remember, Christ attempted to work within the constraints of the rulers of His time but predicted they would not follow His message because of their love of money and power.

Store your treasures where neither rust nor moths can get to it. I'd say that any aid worker dead in the rubble of Haiti was closer to the Christian ideal than some stockbroker on wall Street moaning about how they just can't get by on $900,000 a year. Toodle ooo. 

–David Lucas

For these and others, see http://online.wsj.com/article/SB10001424052748704541004575010860014031260.html#articleTabs%3Dcomments
4.

On the ground in Haiti, landmark case in Ghana, slavery video contest‏
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	On the Ground in Haiti 



It's "shocking," says Cara Kennedy, "but there definitely is reason to hope." Kennedy and John-Prospere Elie are now on the ground in Haiti working to protect the rights of children in the aftermath of the recent earthquake. The emergency team is a joint project of Free the Slaves and the group Beyond Borders. 

"At so many levels, there are holes in the system" Kennedy tells us from Port-au-Prince. "There are reports of trafficking across the border, and children missing from camps and centers charged with their protection." 

Roughly 10 percent of Haiti's children were in domestic slavery before the earthquake, and there's a risk they'll be sent back into slavery now. Many children are on their own amid the rubble, vulnerable to traffickers. 

Kennedy and Elie have extensive experience fighting slavery in Haiti. Both have worked for Free the Slaves partner organization Limye Lavi. They have returned to ensure that the new UN child registration and tracing system protects children from slavery. 

"It's a blind spot," says Kennedy, "and a lot of child protection is being done by those who haven't been in Haiti." She is building a bridge between grassroots groups - whose expertise and local knowledge are vital - and the international earthquake response effort. 

The child protection initiative is one of three Free the Slaves earthquake response initiatives. 

We have also partnered with other groups to fly humanitarian supplies to Haiti and deliver the aid directly to communities where our Haitian anti-slavery colleagues are based. This includes Jacmel, the base for Limye Lavi, and Port-au-Prince, where the group KOFAVIV is based. The aid flights are already underway. 

We are also supporting our grassroots partners as they begin to rebuild, helping them to reach remote, underserved regions. 

This emergency response with Beyond Borders has been possible because of the immediate, generous contributions from individual donors. To join them you can support this work on the frontlines of slavery by contributing to the Free the Slaves Haiti Fund. Select "Haiti Fund" in the designation window on the online donation page. 

"The one thing that is so apparent to me being here is that life is continuing in vibrant ways. People have an amazing strength to pick up and continue," Kennedy says. "People are refusing to give up." 



Historic Budget Increase 
to Fight Slavery 

There's no gridlock when it comes to slavery. Congress and the White House have approved major spending increases to combat slavery and trafficking in 2010. It's a "watershed moment" according to Free the Slaves CEO Jolene Smith. 

The nearly $12 million budget increase is one of the largest in history. It comes after coordinated Washington outreach by Free the Slaves and other groups of the Alliance to End Slavery and Trafficking (ATEST). 

The new funding includes a 50 percent hike for the Justice Department to investigate and prosecute slave traffickers, a 25 percent hike to expand counseling, protection, housing and legal assistance for slavery survivors; and a 34 percent 
increase to foster international cooperation to fight slavery worldwide. 

Republicans and Democrats supported the new spending, demonstrating that fighting slavery remains a popular bipartisan cause in Congress. 

"The fact that we were able to get this increase in such a tough economic climate shows that the U.S. is moving in the right direction," Smith says. 
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First Conviction for Ghana Fishing Industry Traffickers 

In a landmark court case, a Ghanaian woman has been sentenced to three years in prison for trafficking two young boys into the country's fishing industry. It's the first time the nation's 2005 anti-trafficking law has been used to convict a child trafficker in the fishing industry, where slavery is common. [image: image6.jpg]




A Free the Slaves Freedom Award winner and former fishing slave himself, James Kofi Annan, was instrumental in rescuing the brothers and bringing the case to justice. He has endured death threats following the conviction, and is under police protection as others in the case are prosecuted. Free the Slaves West Africa Coordinator Emmanuel Otoo is also under police protection after threats. 

The two boys were just six and eight years old when they were sold into slavery. The children told police they were forced to work night and day on fishing boats, without food, even when sick. They endured three years of beatings before being rescued. 

Their plight came to Annan's attention as his anti-slavery group, Challenging Heights, conducted community awareness meetings. Annan alerted police when traffickers refused to release the boys. 

[image: image7.jpg]




Child slavery is widespread in Ghana's fishing industry. "We have achieved a measure of justice," Annan notes, "but there is much more to be done." 

Free the Slaves worked with Annan to alert the Ghanaian media to the death threats. The resulting news coverage is helping to shine a spotlight on those in danger, and threats have diminished. He vows to carry on despite the danger. 

"When I was receiving the Frederick Douglass Freedom Award [from] Archbishop Desmond Tutu, I knew the award was additional energy for the liberation of more children," Annan says. "That energy has not waned." 

(See how Annan escaped slavery and founded a school to help other fishing slaves.) 


	 
	

	 
	

	 
	

	 
	Get a camera. Get creative. End Slavery. 
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Video Contest! Quddus wants you on You Tube. He just launched "A Contest for Freedom" to raise awareness about modern-day slavery. You may know the charismatic Quddus from his VJ work on MTV and reporting for Access Hollywood. The Associated Press calls him "the coolest guy on television." Quddus is living proof that being socially committed is cool, too. He hosted the 2009 Free the Slaves Freedom Rocks call to action. Now, Quddus is handing out cash prizes to the most inspiring and most popular two-minute shorts about why Slavery Sucks. Watch Quddus' challenge and get started soon. (Psst...Want a head start? Check out Free the Slaves for facts about slavery that you'll need to make a winning video entry.) 

Applications Open: New Fellowship in Los Angeles 
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Do you believe non-profit media can change the world? Do you want to help create world-class documentaries, compelling Web articles and an amazing awards ceremony seen by millions around the world? Then apply now for the 2010 Anne Templeton Zimmerman Fellowship. This paid fellowship is part of the annual Freedom Awards program. It's designed to nurture the next generation of anti-slavery leaders. Beginning in July, the fellow will join the Free the Slaves communications team for a year, working side-by-side with top writers and producers in Los Angeles. The fellowship is open to applicants with media skills and a demonstrated commitment to fighting slavery. More information about the 2010 Anne Templeton Zimmerman Fellowship can be found here. Application deadline: March 12th. 


	 
	

	 
	 
	 
	

	 
	Help Wanted: Web Guru and Designer needed: 
Join the FTS Staff in Los Angeles. 
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5. We take your kids, with 'good hearts'  by Caille Millner    Monday, February 8, 2010



The photographs told me everything about the case. The Baptists from Idaho, in their shorts and T-shirts and smug facial expressions. 

It takes a special kind of smug to do what they did. Not everyone can waltz into a devastated country, ignorant of language and custom, swoop up 33 children with false promises and attempt to spirit them across an international border without paperwork.

Many people have commented on the lack of paperwork. The Idaho 10 had "good hearts," they say, and "good intentions," in trying to ferry those blighted Haitian children away from their impoverished parents and their shattered homeland. The Haitians, clearly, "couldn't take care of them" and were "happy" to hand them over. It's just that the Americans didn't "go through the process," as if filling out a few forms and sending a few wire transfers would have made it all right. 

The fact of the matter is that the lack of paperwork was part of the impulse. The impulse that the Idahoans had, which was to "save" the poor heathen children of Haiti, is a distinctly 19th-century impulse, and paperwork was not such an important part of the equation then. Back then the idea of saving souls was considered a serious mission, a mission to be backed up with the force of a nation's armies. Now the idea is considered subservient to paperwork. Whose souls need saving?

What hasn't changed since that time is the idea, held by an astounding number of Americans of all faiths and backgrounds and political ideologies, that the Haitians would simply surrender their children to strangers. Not just any strangers, either - strangers who neither speak their language nor know their land. 

We still believe without question that these Idahoans, or for that matter any American who wanted to be so exceedingly generous, could offer those 33 children "a better life." And we still believe that the Haitians would agree with us. 

This is why we claim that the Idaho 10 were acting with "good intentions." This is why we can't understand the furious response of Haitian authorities, the same authorities who seemed to be missing in action when it came to emergency response. 

And in fact what the Haitian authorities are responding to with such anger is not just the substance of the Idaho 10's actions, odious as those actions were. They are also responding to the slur from Jorge Puello, the Idaho 10's lawyer, in the Associated Press: "There is no government in Haiti," he sneered. 

They are also responding to the image of Haiti that the media chose to paint in the wake of the devastating earthquake, an image of "looters" and voodoo queens and perpetual losers, a country that constantly reaches out to the rest of the world with an empty bowl. Ultimately, what they are responding to with such wrath and fury is the idea that so many of us persist in having, that 19th-century idea that the Haitians are incapable of caring for themselves and would be so lucky to have generous Americans willing to do it for them.

The Idaho 10 were just the ones who were silly enough to act on it. They took up the white man's burden for all of us, and now they will have to pay the price.
     Caille Millner is a Chronicle editorial writer. E-mail her at cmillner@sfchronicle.com.

     http://sfgate.com/cgi-bin/article.cgi?f=/c/a/2010/02/08/EDLT1BSQ7E.DTL

     This article appeared on page A - 15 of the San Francisco Chronicle
6.   More News on Haiti (articles) Feel free to use any of these or any commentary from the article blogs in your revision. Just be sure to cite them properly!
Increasing deaths from illness in Haiti

Frank Bajak, Associated Press       Wednesday, February 10, 2010




(02-10) 04:00 PST Port-Au-Prince, Haiti -- 

Fourteen-month-old Abigail Charlot survived Haiti's cataclysmic earthquake but not its miserable aftermath. Brought into the capital's General Hospital with fever and diarrhea, little Abigail literally dried up.

"Sometimes they arrive too late," said Dr. Adrien Colimon, the chief of pediatrics, shaking her head.

The second stage of Haiti's medical emergency has begun, with diarrheal illnesses, acute respiratory infections and malnutrition beginning to claim lives by the dozen.

For more go to http://www.sfgate.com/cgi-bin/article.cgi?f=/c/a/2010/02/10/MNNG1BV43N.DTL
Haitian student helps lead Stanford quake help

Peter Hartlaub, Chronicle Staff Writer   Saturday, February 6, 2010




Johan Guillaume left Haiti when he was 14, but Haiti never left Guillaume. First as a high school and college student in New York and then as a first-year medical student at Stanford University, he planned to use his education to someday help his homeland.

Someday came on Jan. 12, when a 7.0 earthquake caused widespread disaster in the country. Waiting for word from his grandmother, uncle and other relatives who lived near the quake's epicenter, Guillaume took action. 

"The instant I heard about the tragedy, I thought it was my duty to get something done," Guillaume said. "Not only because I'm a native of Haiti, but because it cost a lot of people's lives and is affecting their health."

Guillaume, 23, has been one cog in the impressive earthquake relief efforts by the Palo Alto medical school's students and staff, which have included raising about $180,000 from more than 1,100 donors. With the support of the school's dean, Philip Pizzo, and the dean of global health, Michele Barry, various departments in the school committed to matching most of the funds. 

For the rest of the story, go to http://www.sfgate.com/cgi-bin/article.cgi?f=/c/a/2010/02/06/MNJS1BP32Q.DTL
January 24, 2010

City Critic

Three Steps to Making Smart Haiti Donations 

By ARIEL KAMINER

As soon as they heard about the earthquake, Haitians in Brooklyn started making their way to Savoir Faire, the record store in Prospect-Lefferts Gardens, to pool what little information anyone had. And they also brought supplies to send back home — clothing, canned fruit, ramen, cases of bottled water. By early last week, the donations had been stacked into huge piles, and a plan had come into view: the store would lead a delegation of 25 people to Haiti, to rescue the children stranded at the Life for the World orphanage in the town of Source Matelas. Doctors, nurses and anyone else who wanted to come would each carry two large suitcases stuffed with food and medical supplies. 

Could any mission be more heroic? 

Or less efficient? 

It’s not just that professional rescue workers could navigate the situation more easily. How about checking luggage full of Cup-a-Soup and chunked pineapple in syrup? Commercial flights into Haiti were suspended, so the Savoir Faire delegation would have to fly into the Dominican Republic, where canned goods and dry rice cost less than they do in New York. Certainly less than flying them from New York. (As for the bottles of water, they will be shipped separately.) No one was sure if they would even be allowed to enter Haiti. Regardless, the store was deluged with contributions. 

For more, see http://www.nytimes.com/2010/01/24/nyregion/24critic.html?scp=1&sq=3%20steps%20to%20making%20smart%20haiti%20donations&st=cse
February 7, 2010

Bleak Portrait of Haiti Orphanages Raises Fears 

By GINGER THOMPSON
PORT-AU-PRINCE, Haiti — The floors were concrete and the windows were broken.

There was no electricity or running water. Lunch looked like watery grits. Beds were fashioned from sheets of cardboard. And the only toilet did not work.

But the Foyer of Patience here is like hundreds of places that pass as orphanages for thousands of children in the poorest country in the hemisphere. Many are barely habitable, much less licensed. They have no means to provide real schooling or basic medical care, so children spend their days engaged in mindless activities, and many die from treatable illnesses.

Haiti’s child welfare system was broken before the earthquake struck. But as the quake shattered homes and drove hundreds of thousands of people into the streets, the number of children needing care grew exponentially. 

For the rest of the story, see http://www.nytimes.com/2010/02/07/world/americas/07trafficking.html?scp=1&sq=orphanages%20of%20haiti%20&st=cse
Can low-paying garment industry save Haiti?

By JONATHAN M. KATZ, Associated Press Writer

Sunday, February 21, 2010
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(02-21) 14:24 PST PORT-AU-PRINCE, Haiti (AP) --

Jordanie Pinquie Rebeca leans forward and guides a piece of suit-jacket wool and its silky lining into a sewing machine, where — bat! bat! bat! — they're bound together to be hemmed.

If she does this for eight hours, she will earn $3.09. Her boss will ship the pinstriped suit she helped make to the United States, tariff-free. There a shopper will buy it from JoS. A. Bank Clothiers for $550.

In the quest to rebuild Haiti, the international community and business leaders are dusting off a pre-quake plan to expand its low-wage garment assembly industry as a linchpin of recovery. President Barack Obama's administration is on board, encouraging U.S. retailers to obtain from Haiti at least 1 percent of the clothes they sell.

But will that save a reeling country whose economy must be built from scratch?

Few Haitians have steady incomes, and unemployment is unmeasurable; before the quake it was estimated at between 60 and 80 percent. In cities, most scrape by selling in the streets, doing odd jobs or relying on remittances from abroad that make up a quarter of Haiti's $7 billion gross domestic product.

Garments are central to the economic growth plan commissioned by U.N. Secretary-General Ban Ki-moon last year, a 19-page report written by Oxford University economics professor Paul Collier and promoted by former President Bill Clinton as special envoy to the impoverished nation.

They say the sector could quickly produce hundreds of thousands of jobs thanks chiefly to two things: an existing preferential trade deal with the nearby United States, and cheap Haitian labor.

The deal is the Haiti Hemispheric Opportunity through Partnership Encouragement Act, or "HOPE II." Passed by the U.S. Congress in 2008, it lets Haiti export textiles duty-free to the U.S. for a decade. Last year, $513 million worth of Haitian-made apparel, the bulk of exports, was shipped with labels including Hanes and New Balance. Factory profit margins average about 22 percent, according to Washington-based Nathan Associates Inc.

The cheap labor is Jordanie Pinquie Rebeca, and others like her.

During a recent shift at the South Korean-owned factory where she works six days a week, employees softly sang a Creole hymn beneath the hot fluorescent lights: "Lord, take my hand. Bring me through."

It was HOPE II that persuaded the bosses to move their Dominican plant and rename it DKDR Haiti SA. Nearly all the 1,200 people still working there after the quake make the new "outsourcing" minimum wage of 125 gourdes a day, about $3.09 — approximately the same as the minimum wage in 1984 and worth less than half its previous purchasing power.

Pay was even lower last year when lawmakers raised the country's minimum from $1.72 a day to almost $5 in response to protests. But owners complained, and President Rene Preval refused to enact the law. A compromise allowed non-garment workers to receive the higher minimum, but stuck factory workers with the "outsourcing" wage.

DKDR complied but cut production-based incentives, according to general manager Chun Ho Lee. Producing 600 pieces in a day used to yield a worker a bonus of $2.47. Now it's worth $1.23.

Rebeca, though stylish in her paperboy hat and spaghetti-strap dress, sleeps on the street and barely eats. With a day's pay she can buy a cupful of rice and transport via group taxi, and pay down debt on her now-destroyed apartment. Anything left over goes to cell phone minutes to call her boyfriend, who was evacuated to the Dominican Republic with a leg fracture sustained in the quake, or her 4-year-old son, Mike, whom she sent to live with relatives in the countryside.

Meanwhile, holding that low-paying job makes it tough to get handouts from relief workers.

"The foreigners are giving people food outside, but I can't get anything. I have to stay here working all day," she said.

All sides agree that garment-industry wages are too low to feed, clothe and house workers and their families. Even factory owners acknowledge that reality — though they deny running sweatshops and say the businesses have an important role.

"It's not enough to make a decent living, but it's the first step" toward economic recovery, said George Sassine, president of the Association of Industries of Haiti.

Others said relying too much on clothing assembly is risky.

"The garment sector is creating trouble for the economy because of social tensions and the low wages," said prominent Haitian economist Kesner Pharel.

Prime Minister Jean-Max Bellerive, himself an economist, said that while the garment industry shouldn't be ignored, increased investment should be sought in more enduring sectors such as agriculture and tourism.

Still others fear a return to darker times: Under the brutal Duvalier dictatorships that ended in the mid-1980s, a small elite reaped the profits from facilities that assembled garments, baseballs and toys for sale in the U.S.

Last month's earthquake cracked the metal-roofed DKDR building's walls and prompted a costly, two-week shutdown. Another company's factory, west of the capital in Carrefour, collapsed entirely, killing at least 300 workers.

But garment industry production has already rebounded to 80 or 90 percent of capacity, and the boosters' enthusiasm is unshaken.

In a recent opinion piece published in The New York Times, Collier likened the moment to the opening of the American West: "The earthquake could usher in such a boom in Haiti."

There are currently 25,000 garment jobs, three-quarters less than there were 20 years ago. Most are in the same industrial park where DKDR's plant is located. Owners want to expand to two new sites outside Port-au-Prince in line with government wishes to reduce pressure in the debris-choked capital where most of the 200,000 quake victims died.

At an October investors conference, Clinton laid out a vision for Haiti's economy in which garments play a central role: "The rich will get richer, but there will be a much, much bigger middle class, with poor people pouring into it at a rapid rate."

For Haitians like Rebeca, who is unable to find other work, the chances of making that leap seem dim.

"We're just fighting to survive," she said, sewing.
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