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About the author
Ellen Hopkins is an American author who was born on March 26, 1955 and raised in Southern California. She was adopted at birth by an older couple. She was raised upper middle class, or as she says, “poor rich” and attended private schools for her primary education, she then graduated with her associates in journalism and dropped out to start a family before she completed her bachelors. She was married once and gave birth to three children from two separate relationships before she was thirty years old and then found her “forever love” whom she is still with to this day. Her first published work was a Haiku poem she wrote in her young adult years, and she did not start writing for money until around 1992. In the time before this she started freelance writing, worked as a creative writing instructor, and owned a publishing company which published a children's newspaper, she also owned her own video store and sold it in 1984. Hopkins is still writing and just wrote a book, “sync” released August of this year. Hopkins now lives in Missouri with her husband and her youngest grandson whom she is raising. An interesting fact about Hopkins is that she holds the title of “most banned author in America”.
Information and source of bio: //ellenhopkinsbooks.com/
Summary: This novel follows the main character Pattyn, as she faces the struggles of an abusive alcoholic father, an overly religious household, and all while trying to juggle being a 17-year-old girl and finding herself. Pattyn gets suspended for the last month of school by fighting a girl her ex-boyfriend was dating (he became her ex because her father caught them hanging out and threatened him with death). After this, her parents sent her to live with her paternal Aunt Jeannete for the summer. It was over the summer where she found her strengths, independence, dark family secrets, and one true love. When it is time for Pattyn to return home for the summer, she learns that she is pregnant with her newfound love’s baby. She plans to run away with him and this phone call is overheard by the girl she faught at the end of the previous school year. Soon the news reaches her father which leads to a car chase in which Pattyn's lover Ethan, as well as her unborn child die. The Novel ends with Pattyn contemplating suicide. 
Quote #1: “But on that night, Dad staggered in, eyes eerily lit. The corners of his mouth foaming spit. His demons planned an overnight stay. Mom motioned to take the girls away, hide them in their rooms, safe in their beds. We closed the doors, covered our heads, as if blankets could mute the sounds of his blows or we could silence her screams beneath our pillows.”
In this scene Pattyns father is in another one of his drunken frenzies. Pattyn and her sister who is a year beneath her take the youngest sisters to bed to avoid them seeing their mother get beat on. This quote is significant because it shows a big part of Pattyns home life and family dynamic, she deals with this often and has been a large part in raising her younger siblings since she was young. This quote shows Pattyn's role and strengths before she even discovers themes for herself. 
Quote #2: The next morning before dawn i woke to crunching gravel as Ethan’s pickup pulled into the driveway, horse trailer in tow. Ethan. I smiled myself awake. You gonna sleep all day? Called Aunt J’ the screen door slamming behind her. I wrestled myself out of bed, slipped into the Levis she had loaned me.---Brushed my teeth. French braided my hair. Wished I had some makeup. And knew how to use it.”
This quote is significant because it entails the beginning stages of Pattyns relationship with her first true love. It shows how excited she is to wake up to the sound of his truck pulling into the driveway. The part that talks about her borrowing her Aunts jeans is important too because it shows that she has not fully grown into herself yet and is still being shaped by her surroundings. This excerpt is also very visual and paints a great picture of the scene. 
Quote #3: “It was the last thing I ever heard him say. I floated up into a cloud of white. Were we in California? “Ethan?” I heard myself ask. Movement. Shes awake, someone said. Pattyn? Can you hear me? Did they think I was deaf? “Where am I?” Barton Memorial. You were in an accident. Accident? The Dakota...”Where's Ethan?” Silence. Way too much silence. Where were the faces that went with the voices? There. I screamed at them. “Where is Ethan?” I’m sorry honey, said a nurse. He  didn't make it.”
This quote is significant in the book because it takes place right after Pattyn loses her love in a car crash while they were fleeing her abusive home life. This excerpt brings up so many emotions like what will happen to Pattyn? How will this affect her future? This leaves her in a very deep part in the story with the very dark decision of what would happen next without one of the only people that genuinely cared for her.
How it best fits in Chapters 4-8 of Adolescents in the Search for Meaning:
Chapter 4: Books about Real-Life Experiences
In this novel Pattyn deals with very real-life experiences such as a questioning of faith and her church, and the fact that no matter where she turns people tell her that is just the way things are. Also, she deals with an alcoholic father, which affects millions of people in the world every day, as well as abuse from the church values as well as her father. 
Chapter 5: Books about facing death and loss:
Near the end of the Novel Pattyn faces the loss of not only her lover in a terrible car accident, but she also loses her unborn child in this accident as well as the loss of her immediate family who disowns her as well as her aunt who is dating the father of her now dead lover whom she feels will not accept her as she was with his son when he died. 
Chapter 6: Books About Identity, Discrimination, and Struggles with Decisions
Throughout the whole book Pattyn struggle with her identity and self-acceptance, caught between needing to be an obedient Mormon girl and daughter, and trying to find out who she really is because she knows she does not want to end up like her mother or any other women in the church. She also struggles with deciding if she will return home and help her sisters or flee and find a happy life for herself. 
Chapter 7: Books about courage and survival:
This book fits into this category because the whole book Pattyn is trying to survive her abusive home and come out on top all while trying to find the courage to question the hypocrisy in the church and face her parents by admitting she will not be who they are forcing her to be. 


Classroom use: In a classroom, I would teach this to Juniors and Seniors and college students. I would use it to study things like themes and exploration, talking about themes such as Identity, rebellion. Other themes that could be discussed are family dynamics as well as Domestic abuse. All these themes can be approached by having students look at Pattyns homelife and upbringing and then ask how this shaped her view on things therefore leading her to the way she ends up evolving. This book can also be used in the literary analysis sense by studying free verse and prose as Hopkins uses these styles in most of her books. Also, a poem assignment would fit in perfectly. Another assignment example that a group of high school students could do is journaling, this fits in very well with the Novel because Pattyn herself Journals throughout the book. 
Why others should read this book: I think others should read this book because it is really mind opening. It gives a very good perspective into the life of someone in an extremely religious household, it can show people that what is on the surface isn't always what it is. For example, many people may assume that just because a family goes to church every Sunday and has obedient children that they are doing a great job and have a happy family, but as we see here, things are not always as they seem. This could also serve as a testament to s youth going through the same thing that there is always someone out there thart will accept you for who you are and you don't need to be stuck in the same circumstance your whole life. 
Quantitative: 
· Lexile: HL710L meaning its suitable for high school age children. 
·  Rennaissance AR: 6.0
·  Page count 560, word count 42,201
· Interest level: Upper Grades (UG 9-12)
[bookmark: _Int_GAhz8rBI]Qualitative:  
Structure –This story is told from a first-person perspective with Pattyn sharing all including her journal with the readers. It is also set up with a bit of irony in the sense that with the authors' word choice we get subtle hints of what is to come. 
Language Conventions and Clarity – There is a sense of poetic sound in much of this Novel like most of Hopkins books, in this one in particular we see Pattyns character painted as emotional and as someone who pays close attention to detail, we see this in the very descriptive nature of the language for example how she describes very detailed colors, smells, and physical textures, how things feel on her skin. There is a lot of dialogue too, not just between characters but between Pattyn and herself and Pattyn asking things to the audience or a higher power. 
Knowledge Demands: This Novel requires some maturity and understanding of sexual tensity and understanding and empathy when speaking of domestic abuse and alcoholism. 
Levels of Meaning: 
On the surface this novel is about a girl raised in an ultra-religious household, who starts to question her faith as well as the faith of everyone around her.
Deeper meaning is a coming of age of a girl who is sick of all the hypocrisy around her who starts to realize that if she doesn't start questioning the church and the values of the people in her life then she is going to end up just like her mother, with several kids in an abusive relationship just because it is the way the church wants things to be. 
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