







































































	April 16th-17th, 2026
	2026 Northern California Regional Phi Alpha Theta Conference at San José State University
	Hosted by Beta-Lambda Chapter Est. 1948
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	Reception
	Thursday, April 16th 5:00PM - 7:00PM History Park 635 Phelan Ave. San José, CA
	Stewarded by the non-profit organization History San José, History Park is a glimpse into Santa Clara Valley’s past. Original and reproduction buildings span the park’s 14 acres, providing a unique home for a variety of community organizations and educational programming.
	At this year’s conference, we spotlight the crucial role that Public History plays in keeping our discipline vibrant and relevant. What does it mean to put history to work in the world? History San José’s approach to making the past accessible and engaging while working to better the future of the community is just one answer to this question.

	Reception
	Join us at History Park for our official welcome, then peruse the Arbuckle Gallery in the Pacific Hotel, step back in time in the Bank of Italy, or simply enjoy refreshments and mingling beside the iconic half-size recreation of San José’s light tower – which once stood over the intersection of Santa Clara and Market.
	We are deeply grateful to History San José for making this evening possible, as well as for the dedicated work they do to preserve, restore, and share our local history.

	Welcome
	San José State University’s History Department and Beta-Lambda Chapter of Phi Alpha Theta offer you a warm welcome to the 2026 Northern California Regional Conference!
	This year, we have nearly seventy participants representing ten institutions from across California. The research that fills today’s panels spans the global and the local, the distant past as well as the recent. It is inspiring to see that the next generation of historians is keen to bring diverse scholarship to the field, forge connections, and Seek Truth.
	A heartfelt thank you to all of our presenters, guests, colleagues, and volunteers. This conference is yours.


	Schedule
	8:00AM - 8:45AM 8:30AM - 8:45AM
	9:00AM - 10:15AM 10:30AM - 11:45AM
	11:45AM - 1:45PM 12:30PM - 1:30PM
	1:45PM - 3:00PM 3:15PM - 4:15PM
	4:30PM - 5:00PM
	Registration & Breakfast Welcome Address
	Session 1 Session 2
	Session 3 Session 4
	Concluding Remarks & Awards


	Sessions, Times, Locations
	Session 1: 9:00AM to 10:15AM

	Sessions, Times, Locations
	Session 2: 10:30AM to 11:45AM

	Sessions, Times, Locations
	Session 3: 1:45PM to 3:00PM

	Sessions, Times, Locations
	Session 4: 3:00PM to 4:00PM

	Session 1
	9:00AM to 10:15AM
	Panel 1A: Dilemmas of Grand Strategy: War Planning and Dissent Student Union 1A/B

	Session 1
	9:00AM to 10:15AM
	Panel 1B: From Advocacy to Resistance: Civil Rights Activism in the Twentieth and Twenty-First Centuries Student Union 2A

	Session 1
	9:00AM to 10:15AM
	Panel 1C: Adaptation and Innovation Student Union 2B

	Session 1
	9:00AM to 10:15AM
	Panel 1D: The Heroic Age of the Royal Navy: Exploration and Policing the Seas Clark Hall 202

	Session 1
	9:00AM to 10:15AM
	Panel 1E: The Inequality of Urban Planning Clark Hall 204

	Session 1
	9:00AM to 10:15AM
	Panel 1F: Liberation and Rebellion: Agency and Anti-Colonial Activism Clark Hall 216

	Session 2
	10:30AM to 11:45AM
	Panel 2A: Exclusion and Incarceration: Challenging Racialized Legislation Student Union 2A

	Session 2
	10:30AM to 11:45AM
	Panel 2B: Symbols of Power: Visualizing Mass Political Movements Student Union 2B

	Session 2
	10:30AM to 11:45AM
	Panel 2C: Contested Hierarchies: Marginalization and the Second World War Clark Hall 202

	Session 2
	10:30AM to 11:45AM
	Panel 2D: Religious Reform, Revelation, and Responses to Tragedy Clark Hall 204

	Session 2
	10:30AM to 11:45AM
	Panel 2E: Ethnicity, Naturalization, and California State Politics Clark Hall 216

	Keynote Address
	Public history is now a well-established field. And yet, it is one that resists easy definition. What does it mean to do history in public?
	In this structured discussion, local practitioners will offer insights on the opportunities and challenges that accompany public history and other related work that is focused on the past.
	Panelists will draw on their experience in oral history, historic preservation, museum work, advocacy, and more as they discuss what it means to put history to work in the world. They will describe successful projects, reflect on how they adapt to challenges, and share advice for those who are interested in doing community-engaged or public-facing history.


	Keynote Panel
	MODERATOR
	Dr. Alison Laurence

	PANELISTS
	Bill Schroh, Jr.
	Margo McBane
	Ken Yeager
	Ben Leech


	Keynote Panel
	MODERATOR Dr. Alison Laurence
	PANELIST Bill Schroh, Jr.
	PANELIST Ken Yeager

	Keynote Panel
	PANELIST Dr. Margo McBane
	PANELIST Ben Leech

	Session 3
	1:45PM to 3:00PM
	Panel 3A: Campus Politics: Multicultural Activism and Education Reform Student Union 2A

	Session 3
	1:45PM to 3:00PM
	Panel 3B: The Aesthetics of Identity: Art and Ethnography as Political Statement Student Union 2B

	Session 3
	1:45PM to 3:00PM
	Panel 3C: War, Displacement, and Diasporic Identity Clark Hall 202

	Session 3
	1:45PM to 3:00PM
	Panel 3D: Black Advocacy and Agency, Navigating and Protesting Discrimination Clark Hall 204

	Session 3
	1:45PM to 3:00PM
	Panel 3E: Indigenous Sovereignty and Survival in the West Clark 216

	Session 4
	3:15PM to 4:15PM
	Panel 4A: The Politics of Class and Gender Clark 202

	Session 4
	3:15PM to 4:15PM
	Phi Alpha Theta Advisor’s Meeting Dudley Moorhead Hall 135
	Open to PAT advisors and their representatives only.

	Building & Energizing Your History Community Student Union 1A/B

	Session 4
	3:15PM to 4:15PM
	Doing Digital Humanities as a Historian Student Union 2A
	Exploring History Careers Student Union 2B

	Session 4
	3:15PM to 4:15PM
	A Walk Through a People’s History of SJSU Meet in front of Student Union 1A/B Check-in Table
	Space is limited to 20 attendees on a first come basis.
	Conference Webpage


	CAMPUS MAP
	Dudley Moorhead Hall = DMH Clark Hall = CL Student Union = SU

	Seek
	Truth

