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Youth in Foster Care

· A campaign by the Pew Charitable Trust called “Kids are Waiting” emphasizes the number of children in foster care who are waiting for a placement. 

· In 2005, there were over a half a million children in the U.S. foster care system.

The Global Context of Youth and Aging

· By 2020 there will be equal proportions of the global population that are younger than 5 and older than 65.

· It is estimated that by 2050, 16% of the world’s population will be 65 and older, while 6% of the population will be younger than 5.

Ageism

· The belief that age is associated with certain psychological, behavioral, and/or intellectual traits.

Question

· I don't value older people in our society as much as younger people.

· Strongly agree

· Agree somewhat

· Unsure

· Disagree somewhat

· Strongly disagree

Modernization Theory

· Argues that as a society becomes more technologically advanced, the position of the elderly declines.

Age: Impact on One’s Life

· The date of birth determines the historical period in which a person lives. 

· Different ages are associated with different developmental stages (physiological, psychological, and social) and abilities.

Age: Impact on One’s Life

· Age defines roles and expectations of behavior. 

· Age influences the social groups to which one belongs. 

· Age defines one’s legal status.

Age Grading

· The assignment of social roles to different ages.

· Although the number of age grades varies by society, most societies make at least three distinctions: childhood, adulthood, and elderhood. 

% of U.S. Population in Three Age Groups

Sandwich Generation

· The generation that has the responsibility of simultaneously caring for their children and their aging parents.

Structural Functionalist Perspective

· Emphasizes how one part of a social system interacts with other parts to benefit the whole. 

Disengagement Theory 

· The elderly gradually relinquish their roles to younger members of society to maintain the integrity of the social system. 

· The various age groups perform their respective functions: The young go to school, adults fill occupations, and the elderly disengage.

Activity Theory

· The elderly disengage because they are segregated and isolated.

Conflict Perspective

· The young and the old have subordinate statuses because they are not productive members of capitalist economy.

· Young and old are part of the dependent population.

· They are an economic drain on society.

What Do You Think?

· In 2006, Unilever, under its Dove soap brand, conducted a global survey about women, beauty, and age. 

· A sample of over 1,400 women between aged 50- 64 in nine countries were interviewed.

· The results indicated that 90% of women believe that the media do not portray  women older than 50 realistically and society is less accepting of appearance considerations for women older than 50.

What Do You Think?

· In response to the results, Unilever launched the “Campaign for Real Beauty.”

· The campaign showcases women over 50 in a variety of poses using Dove beauty products.

· What do you think of the Dove “pro-aging” campaign? 

· What do you think was Unilever’s motivation for beginning the Dove campaign?

Symbolic Interactionist Perspective

· Focuses on social meanings and definitions associated with age.

· Myths and media portrayals of elderly contribute to negative image of elderly and gerontophobia.

· Elderly are portrayed as childlike.     


Question

· Which sociological perspective views the young and the old as part of the dependent population?

· structural functionalism

· conflict theory

· symbolic interactionism

· exchange theory

Answer: B 

· Conflict theory views the young and the old as part of the dependent population.

Question

· Most older people in our society are independent and mobile.

· Strongly agree

· Agree somewhat

· Unsure

· Disagree somewhat

· Strongly disagree

Myths and Facts About the Elderly

Myths and Facts About the Elderly

Myths and Facts About the Elderly

Defying Age Stereotypes

· Despite age grading, many singers such as Stevie Nicks, Mick Jagger, and Cher continue to perform and are commercially successful.

· Tina Turner, almost 60 in this picture, defies age stereotypes.

Infantilizing Elders

· The portrayal of the elderly in the media as childlike in terms of clothes, facial expressions, temperament, and activities.

Gerontophobia

· Fear or dread of the elderly.

Child Labor

· Involves children performing work that is hazardous, interferes with their education, or harms their health or physical, mental, spiritual, or moral development.

· Virtually every country has laws that limit the extent to which children can be employed, yet an estimated 16 out of 100 children worldwide are child laborers.

Each Day In America

· 1 mother dies in childbirth.

· 4 children are killed by abuse or neglect.

· 5 children or teens commit suicide.

· 8 children or teens are killed by firearms.

· 77 babies die before their first birthdays.

· 192 children are arrested for violent crimes.

Each Day In America

· 383 children are arrested for drug abuse.

· 906 babies are born at low birth weight.

· 1,153 babies are born to teen mothers.

· 1,672 public school students receive corporal punishment.

· 1,839 babies are born without health insurance.

Each Day In America

· 2,261 high school students drop out.

· 2,383 children are confirmed as abused or neglected.

· 2,411 babies are born into poverty.

Each Day In America

· 2,494 babies are born to mothers who are not high school graduates.

· 4,017 babies are born to unmarried mothers.

· 4,302 children are arrested.

· 17,132 public school students are suspended.

Child Prostitution and Trafficking

· Worldwide, it is estimated that there are 1 million child prostitutes.

· In the United States the estimate is 300,000. 

· In some countries, particularly where HIV/AIDS is rampant, orphaned children work as prostitutes to support themselves.

· Some children are lured by traffickers with promises of employment, only to end up in a brothel.

Street Children

· Street children are often subject to police brutality and violence.

· It is estimated that there are 30–170 million street children worldwide.

· In this picture, two plainclothes policemen take a youth into custody.

What Do You Think?

· More than 2,000 children are serving life without the possibility of parole in U.S. prisons. 

· In all other countries combined, there are 12 youth offenders serving a sentence of life in prison without parole.

· Should children as young as 13 be sentenced to life in prison without the possibility of parole? 

· At what age should or should not someone be sentenced to life in prison without parole?

Increasing Number of Orphans

· HIV/AIDS pandemic.

· The number of children orphaned by the disease is 15 million and is expected to grow to 25 million by 2010.

· Armed conflicts

· The civil war in Rwanda is responsible for hundreds of thousands of orphans.

Increasing Number of Orphans

· Natural disasters,

· The December 2004 tsunami left hundreds of thousands of children orphaned and homeless.

Problems in Foster Care

· In 2006, Michael and Sharon Gravelle were convicted of several counts of child endangerment and abuse.

· The Gravelles locked some of their 11 adopted special needs children in cages at night to control their behavior.

Poverty and Economic Discrimination

· There are 2.2 billion children in the world, and nearly half of them live in poverty.

· The United States leads in child poverty, with a rate of 17%, or 1 out of every 6 children living in poverty in 2004. 

· Child poverty is related to school failure, stunted growth, reduced cognitive abilities, limited emotional development, and a higher likelihood of dropping out.

Children, Violence, and the Media

· According to the Children’s Defense Fund, U.S. children are

· 12 times more likely to die from gunfire

· 16 times more likely to be murdered by a gun

· 9 times more likely to die from a firearm  accident

· than children in 25 other industrialized nations combined.

Children’s Memorial Flag

· The Children’s Memorial Flag is part of a larger initiative to reduce violence against children. 

· The paper doll-like figures are solid in color with the exception of a white chalk outline of a missing child “symbolizing the thousands of children lost to violence”. 

Children’s Health

· One in five children has a diagnosable mental disorder, such as depression or schizophrenia.

· Many girls have eating disorders such as anorexia nervosa or bulimia. 

· Suicide is the third most common cause of death of 10- to 14-year-olds, 15- to 19-year-olds, and 20- to 24-year-olds.

Children’s Health

· Worldwide, the most common causes of children’s deaths are: complications at birth. 

· In the least developed countries, 33% of children under 5 are under weight. 

· In the United States, child obesity is a serious and growing problem. 

Demographics: The Graying of America

· In 2005, the most recent year for which data are available, there were 36.8 million persons 65 years of age or older representing about one in eight Americans.

· Between 1995 and 2005 the percentage of persons 65 and older increased by 9.4% and the number of those who will turn 65 in the next two decades, increased by 40%

Three Demographic Changes

· 76 million  baby boomers, born between 1946 and 1964, are getting older. 

· Life expectancy has increased as a result of a general trend toward modernization, including better medical care, sanitation, and nutrition. 

· Decreasing birth rates mean fewer children and a higher percentage of the elderly. 

What Do You Think?

· The Elder Wisdom Circle (EWC) is an online group of 600 “cyber-grandparents” aged 60-105 who collectively have more than 45,000 years of experience.

· Each month they receive an estimated 3,500 letters, more than 1/3 from teenagers and young adults.

· Would you ever write to an EWC advisor?

· Do you talk to your own grandparents about your problems? 

U.S. Population Pyramid: 1950

U.S. Population Pyramid: 2000

U.S. Population Pyramid: 2050

Age and Sex

· In the U.S., the sex ratio for individuals age 65 and older is 139 women for every 100 men; for those 85 and older the sex ratio is 218 women for every 100 men.

· Men die at an earlier age than women for both biological and sociological reasons: heart disease, stress, and occupational risk.

· At age 65 men can expect to live an additional 16.8 years, whereas women can expect to live an additional 19.8 years.

Age and Sex

· The fact that women live longer results in a sizable number of elderly women who are poor.

· Older women may have spent their savings on their husband’s illness and, as homemakers, they may receive fewer Social Security benefits. 

· 70% of all elderly poor are women, half of whom were not poor before the death of their husbands.

Women and Aging

· Women, as they get older, are often portrayed as sexually unattractive, something men are rarely subjected to. 

· Advertising contributes to this image by idealizing youth in advertisements that advocate the use of wrinkle creams, hair dyes, and getting one’s “girlish figure” back.

Dependency Ratio

· The number of societal members that are under 18 or 65 and over compared with the number of people who are between 18 and 64.

Phased Retirement

· Allows workers to ease into retirement by reducing hours worked a day, days worked a week, or months worked a year.

· Phased retirement is not only beneficial for retirees, who may not want to continue to work full-time, but also good for employers, who benefit from the skills and knowledge of older employees.

Poverty

· In 2005, the median income for individuals 65 and older was $15,696, and 26.7% of the elderly reported incomes of $10,000 or less.

· Poverty among the elderly varies by sex, race, ethnicity, marital status, and age: women, minorities, those who are single or widowed, and the old-old are most likely to be poor.

· 8% of elderly whites are poor, compared with 23.2% of elderly blacks and 19.9% of elderly Hispanics.

Income for the Population 65 and Older, by Source and Income Quintile, 2004

Health Issues of Aging

· Senescence is the biology of aging.

· Primary aging is caused by physiological variables such as cellular and/or molecular variation

· Secondary aging are changes attributable to poor diet, lack of exercise, increased stress.

% 65 and Older Who Reported Chronic Conditions, 2003–04

Medicare

· Established in 1966 to provide medical coverage to those over the age of 65.

· Medicare does not pay for routine physical examinations, most immunizations, dental care, glasses, and hearing aids.

Medicare

· In 2004 people older than age 65 spent $4,193 on out-of-pocket health care expenditures, compared with $2,664 for the general population.

· The difference between Medicare benefits and the actual cost of medical care is called the medigap.

Medicaid 

· A federally and state-funded program for those who cannot afford to pay for medical care.

· Eligibility requirements often disqualify many of the elderly poor, often minorities and women.

Living Arrangements of Individuals 65 and Older, 2005

Elder Abuse

· Physical or psychological abuse, financial exploitation, medical abuse, and/or neglect of the elderly.

· In the United States the number of older Americans who are abused is estimated to be over 2.1 million.

Elder Abuse

· Whether the abuse occurs in the home or in an  institution, the victim is most likely to be female, widowed, white, on a limited income, and in her mid-70s. 

· The abuser tends to be an adult child or spouse of the victim who misuses alcohol.

What Do You Think?

· An article in the American Sociological Review indicated that most Americans could name only two people they can discuss important personal matters with.

· Social isolation is linked to a variety of health issues including lower life expectancy.

· Do you have a large group of acquaintances but few friends? 

· What do you think is responsible for this link between health and social connections?

Collective Action

· The elderly have long been active in protesting changes to Social Security and other government policies that they believe are detrimental. As the number of elderly grows, social activism is likely to increase.

Mailbox Economy

· The tendency for a substantial portion of local economies to be dependent on pension and Social Security checks received in the mail by older residents.

Quick Quiz

1.  Mr. Smith, a 50-year-old land owner, is  respected for his skills. As factories sprung in  the Industrial Revolution, Mr. Smith's skills were not needed. The young grasped the skills for factory work and their labor was prized. Which theory argues that the position of people like Mr. Smith declines as society becomes more technologically advanced?

· globalization of work theory

· labor theory

· end of work theory

· modernization theory

Answer: D

· Modernization theory argues that the position of people like Mr. Smith declines as a society becomes more technologically advanced.

2. Which theory contends that the elderly must gradually relinquish their roles to the younger members of society?

· devaluation theory

· exchange theory

· human capital theory

· disengagement theory

Answer: C

· Human capital theory contends that the elderly must gradually relinquish their roles to the younger members of society.

3.  When television depicts elderly characters in childlike clothing and with childlike facial expressions and temperaments, what phenomenon are television creators engaging in?

· infantilizing elders

· child socialization

· dehumanization

· degradation ceremony

Answer: A

· When television depicts elderly characters in childlike clothing and with childlike facial expressions and temperaments, they are infantilizing elders.

4. One of the worst forms of child labor is child prostitution and child trafficking.

· True   

· False   

Answer: A. True

· One of the worst forms of child labor is child prostitution and child trafficking
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